
Resilient Food System Infrastructure Grant

The Agency of Agriculture is excited to announce that the Resilient Food System Infrastructure
(RFSI) grant details will be released very soon!
Grant Overview: One-time USDA funding to build resiliency in the middle of the supply chain
(aggregation, distribution, manufacturing, processing, storing, transporting, and wholesaling).
Grants will support market development for local and regional food products, promoting
value-added products, and fair and safe jobs.

● Track 1 – Infrastructure: Grant details will be announced in mid April, with applications
open early Mary to early June 2024. Approximately $2 million will be available in
grants ranging from $100,000 - $500,000 with a match requirement (reduced match
available). Projects will begin in late fall 2024.

● Track 2 – Equipment-only: Grant details will be announced in August 2024, with
applications open in the early fall. Approximately $1 million will be available in grants
ranging from $30,000 to $100,000 with no match requirement. Projects will begin in
early 2025.

● Applicants can only be awarded one RFSI track; applicants for the infrastructure grant
will know if they are being recommended for award to USDA before the
Equipment-Only Track opens in August.

Eligible projects: supporting the middle of the supply chain by expanding processing capacity,
modernizing equipment or facilities, construction, packaging capacity, storage space, updated or
climate-smart equipment, etc. This funding cannot support meat, poultry, seafood, animal feed,
fiber, cannabis, farm production, or retail. On-farm processing or value-add is eligible.
Eligible applicants: farmers, processors, nonprofits, local government, institutions, food hubs,
distributors.

● Priority will be given to projects who benefit limited resource farmers and ranchers,
new and beginning farmers and ranchers, and veteran farmers.

They will hold a recorded webinar on April 30, 2024 from 11am – 12pm where applicants
can hear more details and ask questions. Register here.

https://agriculture.vermont.gov/grants/resilient-food-systems-infrastructure
https://agriculture.vermont.gov/grants/resilient-food-systems-infrastructure
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/2cfccf1c-f192-4daf-9b19-69a1f8f16dc0@20b4933b-baad-433c-9c02-70edcc7559c6

